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2 Timothy 4:1-8 
 

May 4 - 2 Timothy 4:1-2 
 

May 11 - 2 Timothy 4:3-4 
 

May 18 - 2 Timothy 4:5-6 
 

May 25 - 2 Timothy 4:7-8 

Evangelism 
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By Chad Stecker 
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  As I was researching and studying on evangelism for the 
upcoming series, I came across this article.  While reading 
this article I began to ask myself, “Am I doing everything I 
can to help others in our church feel welcome and wanted?” 
and “What are my everyday actions revealing about my 
Christian faith to others?”.  As leaders, we all need to be 
asking these questions.  I felt that this short article could 
bring a better light to these very questions.  I hope you enjoy 
it as much as I did. 
 
Chad Stecker 
 
 
Offering Christ Today: Converted to What? 
by Safiyah Fosua  
 
Some years ago, I went with my husband, who is also clergy, 
to worship at a particular United Methodist Church in an un-
named city. That gathering for worship left an indelible im-
pression upon both of us.  
It was obvious to us as visitors that this mid-sized congrega-
tion had probably been worshiping together for generations, 
yet they behaved as a room full of strangers. They did not 
exchange smiles, greetings, or even approving glances. Mu-
sic, liturgy, and ritual had become routine responses for 
them, and the pastor's sermon was less than memorable. Af-
ter the benediction, both the building and the parking lot 
emptied in a matter of minutes, and no one shook our hands 
or invited us to come again. And, of course, we didn't.  
You can imagine the conversation that we two pastors and 
preachers had on the way home. What had happened to these 
people? Were they in the middle of a prolonged church 
fight? Why do they continue to come; they obviously do not 
enjoy being together for even an hour on Sunday morning? 
Finally, one of us blurted out a question that pushed us from 
fruitless criticism to deeper theological reflection:  

Jamieson, Faussett, and Brown 
7. "I have striven the good strife"; the Greek is not restricted to a fight, but 
includes any competitive contest, for example, that of the racecourse (1Ti 6:12 
[ALFORD]; 1Co 9:24, &c.; Heb 12:1, 2).  
kept the faith--the Christian faith committed to me as a believer and an apos-
tle (compare 2Ti 1:14; Re 2:10; 3:10). 

 

8. a crown--rather as Greek, "the crown." The "henceforth" marks the decisive 
moment; he looks to his state in a threefold aspect: (1) The past "I have 
fought"; (2) The immediate present; "there is laid up for me." (3) The future 
"the Lord will give in that day" [BENGEL].  
crown--a crown, or garland, used to be bestowed at the Greek national games 
on the successful competitor in wrestling, running, &c. (compare 1Pe 5:4; Re 
2:10).  
of righteousness--The reward is in recognition of righteousness wrought in 
Paul by God's Spirit; the crown is prepared for the righteous; but it is a crown 
which consists in righteousness. Righteousness will be its own reward (Re 
22:11). Compare Ex 39:30. A man is justified gratuitously by the merits of 
Christ through faith; and when he is so justified God accepts his works and 
honors them with a reward which is not their due, but is given of grace. "So 
great is God's goodness to men that He wills that their works should be merits, 
though they are merely His own gifts" [POPE CELESTINE I., Epistles, 12].  
give--Greek, "shall award" in righteous requital as "Judge" (Ac 17:31; 2Co 
5:10; 2Th 1:6, 7).  
in that day--not until His appearing (2Ti 1:12). The partakers of the first res-
urrection may receive a crown also at the last day, and obtain in that general 
assembly of all men, a new award of praise. The favorable sentence passed on 
the "brethren" of the Judge, who sit with Him on His throne, is in Mt 25:40, 
taken for granted as already awarded, when that affecting those who benefited 
them is being passed [BENGEL]. The former, the elect Church who reign with 
Christ in the millennium, are fewer than the latter. The righteous heavenly 
Judge stands in contrast to the unrighteous earthly judges who condemned 
Paul.  
me--individual appropriation. Greek, "not only to me."  
them that love--Greek, "have loved, and do love"; habitual love and desire 
for Christ's appearing, which presupposes faith (compare Heb 9:28). Compare 
the sad contrast, 2Ti 4:10, "having loved this present world." 

 



Week Four 
 
2Timothy 4:7-8 
7I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have 
kept the faith. 8Now there is in store for me the crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will 
award to me on that day—and not only to me, but also to all 
who have longed for his appearing. 

 
· What is Paul referring to when he uses the words Fight 

and race? 
 
· How big of a role does faith play in how you live your 

life? 
 
· What does verse 8 say about who God is? 
 
· What does Paul say he will be awarded and what is the 

significance of the award he will be receiving? 
 
· Who also will be receiving this award that Paul is receiv-

ing?  What do people have to do to receive the award 
talked about? 

Application 
 
What battles are you facing in your life and are you fighting 
a good fight? 
 
What are some things that you do that help strengthen your 
faith? 
 
How often do you share Jesus with non-believers?  What 
will people say about you when your race is finished?  

“Converted to What?"  
The extremity of that experience has prompted us both, over 
the years, to question what our own "religious activities" 
reveal about the meaning of the Christian faith in our lives.  

1.  Was our conversion just a commitment to mouth new 
loyalties? I used to be a _____________, but now I am a 
Methodist.  
2.  Were we just converted to a new habit; merely adding 
the one-hour meeting on Saturday night or Sunday 
morning to the long list of other things we do? 

      3.  Or were we converted to a new lifestyle, where as 
      forgiven people of God, we persist in looking for  

ways to live, think, and act as those who follow Christ? 
We study together, we pray together, we serve together, 
and, by the way we also worship together on the 
weekends — you're invited!  

Actions speak louder than words. What do your actions, 
thoughts, and  
words reveal about the conversion that has taken place in 
your life?  
In no way do I wish to imply that United Methodism has lost 
its vitality. There are countless numbers of thriving, 
energetic Christ-focused worshiping communities making a 
difference all over the world. Unfortunately, it is also 
possible to relive the experience, described earlier, in far too 
many places. If you find yourself part of a crowd fleeing 
from the church parking lot after an exhausting hour of 
worship, you are invited to consider the question: Converted 
to what?  
 
*Safiyah Fosua is the director of Invitational Preaching 
Ministries at the General Board of Discipleship of The 
United Methodist Church.  
 
http://www.gbod.org/evangelism/articles.asp?item_id=27221 
 



Week One 
 
2 Timothy 4:1-2 

1In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge 
the living and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his 
kingdom, I give you this charge: 2Preach the Word; be 
prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and 
encourage—with great patience and careful instruction.  

 
· What is the charge that 

is given in verse 2? 
 
· What does it mean to be 

prepared in season and 
out of season? 

 
· Why is it so important 

to have great patience 
and use careful instruc-
tion? 

 
· What is the difference 

between correcting and 
rebuking? 

 

 
· Has there ever been a 

person in your life that 
showed the qualities 
mentioned in verse 2? 

 
· Do you think our 

church body  has these 
qualities? Why or Why 
Not? 

 
· What thing would you 

feel most uncomfortable  
doing? (correct, rebuke, 
preach, encourage, etc.) 
And Why? 

Application 
 
How can you implement this charge into your every day life? 
 
What are some ways you can teach others about Jesus and 
his Word? 

Jamieson, Faussett, and Brown 
 

5. I am no longer here to withstand these things; be thou a worthy succes-
sor of me, no longer depending on me for counsel, but thine own master, 
and swimming without the corks [CALVIN]; follow my steps, inherit 
their result, and the honor of their end [ALFORD].  
watch thou--literally, "with the wakefulness of one sober."  
in all things--on all occasions and under all circumstances (Tit 2:7).  
endure affliction--suffer hardships [ALFORD].  
evangelist--a missionary bishop preacher, and teacher.  
make full proof of--fulfil in all its requirements, leaving nothing undone 
(Ac 12:25; Ro 15:19; Col 4:17). 

 

6. Greek, "For I am already being offered"; literally, as a libation; appro-
priate to the shedding of his blood. Every sacrifice began with an initia-
tory libation on the victim's head (compare Note, see on Php 2:17). A 
motive to stimulate Timothy to faithfulness--the departure and final 
blessedness of Paul; it is the end that crowns the work [BENGEL]. As 
the time of his departure was indicated to Peter, so to Paul (2Pe 1:14).  
my departure--literally, "loosing anchor" (see on Php 1:23). Dissolution. 

___________________________________________________________ 

 
Missions is not the ultimate goal of the church. Worship is. 
Missions exists because worship doesn't. -- John Piper 
 
It is now possible to live a "christian life" without doing the 
things that Jesus commanded us to do. "We have hired peo-
ple to go into all the world, to visit those in prison, to feed 
the hungry, to clothe the naked, to care for widows and or-
phans. The average Christian doesn't have to do it. 
--Cal Thomas 
 
 
http://www.tentmaker.org/Quotes/evangelismquotes.htm 



Week Three 
 
2 Timothy 4:5-6 
5But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, 
do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your 
ministry.  
6For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and 
the time has come for my departure.  

 
 
· What does it mean to 

endure hardship? 
 
· How are we supposed 

to do the work of an 
evangelist? 

 
· Why are we told to dis-

charge all the duties of 
our ministry? 

 
· Why are we to keep our 

head in all situations? 
 
· Have you ever felt like 

Paul did in verse 6? 

Application 
 
What hardships are you going through right now in your life 
and how have you endured those hardships? 
 
What duties do you need to discharge from your ministry? 
 

“Use your ministry to 
build people, not  

people to build your 
ministry.”  

Jacquelyn K. Heasley 
 

 

Matthew Henry Concise Edition 
 
People will turn away from the truth, they will grow 
weary of the plain gospel of Christ, they will be 
greedy of fables, and take pleasure in them. People 
do so when they will not endure that preaching 
which is searching, plain, and to the purpose. Those 
who love souls must be ever watchful, must venture 
and bear all the painful effects of their faithfulness, 
and take all opportunities of making known the pure 
gospel.  
 
 
__________________________________________ 
 
I have but one passion: It is He, it is He alone. The world is 
the field and the field is the world; and henceforth that coun-
try shall be my home where I can be most used in winning 
souls for Christ. -- Count Nicolaus Ludwn Zinzendorf 
 
 
The Church exists for nothing else but to draw men into 
Christ, to make them little Christs. If they are not doing that, 
all the cathedrals, clergy, missions, sermons, even the Bible 
itself, are simply a waste of time. God became Man for no 
other purpose. --C. S. Lewis 
 
 
 
 
 
http://www.tentmaker.org/Quotes/evangelismquotes.htm 



Week Two 
 
2 Timothy 4:3-4 
3For the time will come when men will not put up with 
sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will 
gather around them a great number of teachers to say what 
their itching ears want to hear. 4They will turn their ears 
away from the truth and turn aside to myths.  

 
· What does the author mean by Sound Doctrine? 
 
 
· What does this verse say about our free will and 

the choices we make? 
 
 
· How big of a factor does desire play in this verse? 
 
 
· It says at the beginning that a time will come, do 

you believe we are in that time right now? Why or 
Why Not? 

 
 
· How does the things you hear have an affect on 

your heart?   

Application 
 
What are some things that you can do to help you choose to 
do the rights things instead of give in to your own desires? 
 
Do you have anyone that can hold you accountable and en-
courage you?  If you do, how has this person(s) helped your 
walk with Christ? 

Jamieson, Faussett, and Brown 
3. they--professing Christians.  
sound doctrine--Greek, "the sound (see on 1Ti 1:10) doctrine 
(didascalias)" or "teaching," namely, of the Gospel. Presently follows the 
concrete, "teachers."  
after their own lusts--Instead of regarding the will of God they dislike 
being interrupted in their lusts by true teachers.  
heap--one on another: an indiscriminate mass of false teachers. Variety 
delights itching ears. "He who despises sound teaching, leaves sound 
teachers; they seek instructors like themselves" [BENGEL]. It is the cor-
ruption of the people in the first instance, that creates priestcraft (Ex 
32:1).  
to themselves--such as will suit their depraved tastes; populus vult de-
cipi, et decipiatur--"the people wish to be deceived, so let them be de-
ceived." "Like priest, like people" (1Ki 12:31; Ho 4:9).  
itching--like to hear teachers who give them mere pleasure (Ac 17:19-
21), and do not offend by truths grating to their ears. They, as it were, 
tickle with pleasure the levity of the multitude [CICERO], who come as 
to a theater to hear what will delight their ears, not to learn [SENECA, 
Epistles, 10.8] what will do them good. "Itch in the ear is as bad in any 
other part of the body, and perhaps worse" [SOUTH]. 

4. The ear brooks not what is opposed to the man's lusts.  
turned--Greek, "turned aside" (1Ti 1:6). It is a righteous retribution, that 
when men turn away from the truth, they should be turned to fables (Jer 
2:19).  
fables-- (1Ti 1:4). 

___________________________________________________________ 

 

It is the duty of every Christian to be Christ to his neighbor. -
-Martin Luther  
 
 
If your Gospel isn't touching others, it hasn't touched you! 
--Curry R. Blake  
 
http://www.tentmaker.org/Quotes/evangelismquotes.htm 


