STAGE 1

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted, and the train of his robe filled the temple. ﻿2﻿ Above him were seraphs, each with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying. 
Isaiah had an awesome encounter with the God of the universe, and fortunately for us he told us when it happened. In the year of King Uzziah’s death. Historians tell us that means this happened about 739 BC. Bible experts tell us all this happened between the reigns of King Amaziah and King Jotham. But, Isaiah is telling us, all this happened during a time of trouble, when the world was on fire. 

Normally things were dated, in the Bible that is, by the current, living king being mentioned. Uzziah had been a good king and had reigned for a long time, and referencing the time of this event by the death of the past king and not the life of the new one was a not so subtle comment on Isaiah’s part.

Isaiah was saying, “Our King is dead! What will happen to us, where will we go, what will we do?” It must have seemed that the world was simply spinning out of control… the world was burning…
Video News clips insert
It was into this world of chaos, fear and confusion that Isaiah had this experience. Just like Isaiah, we too may feel that our world is spinning, troubled and about to collapse. But, it was in the middle of that nightmare that Isaiah saw something hugely important: GOD WAS STILL ON HIS THRONE.

And not just on it… His throne towered higher than any kingly throne, His awesome robe filled the temple and powerful, mysterious angels thundered praise of this Heavenly King overhead. This was uber cool!

The message was clear… it didn’t matter who was on the earthly throne… God was still in control!

On your worship card this is room to fill in up to 10 names or descriptions of God that mean something to you. You have 90 seconds to fill them in… (Father, Mighty, Savior, Creator, Powerful)

90 Seconds to fill it in

Let’s do our best to recreate that throne room. Imagine our God high and exalted on a throne, imagine the train of God’s robe wrapped around your feet as it extends to every corner of the room, imagine angels booming out praise.

One by one I want you to start speaking the words from your list out loud. Repeat your list several times. If you hear another name you like, pick it up and use it. Start soft and grow louder and louder as we compete with the angels.

Now… in unified voice cry out with these words
AWESOME

MIGHTY

FORGIVING

LOVING

POWERFUL

WISE

HOLY

HOLY

HOLY

Stage 2
3﻿ And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; 

the whole earth is full of his glory.” 

﻿4﻿ At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled with smoke.

Obvioulsy, Isaiah was rocked to his core. Things would never be the same. Not because of a new leader, changes in the global markets or even a personal epiphany. 

Things would be different because of what the angels were saying. One little word being repeated again and again and again.

The word was holy. In the Hebrew (kadosh). It means to be set apart, different, not like the rest.

Isaiah’s world was full of gods (little g) who demanded obedience, offering and suffering. But, life for him would never be the same because he was now seeing that his God was not like the rest.

His god was higher, stronger, more in charge than he ever knew… his God was holy.

Life changes for us when God (big G) becomes holy. Not a piece of everything in the universe, a big part of who we are, or any of that nonsense. God is to huge to trivialize… He is holy.

Maybe for the first time… sing to your God, just because He is Holy…

Who cares what anyone else thinks, who cares what your voice is like (good or bad… who cares), who cares what people think if you raise your hands, who cares if you laugh, dance or cry… oh yeah… God does…

Stand up…Sing out! The angels shook the foundations of the building. May the passion of your heart sound as a mighty clap of thunder in the throne room of God… sing…

Daniel Video singing Holy is the Lord

Stage 3

“Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the Lord Almighty.” 

As awesome as a one on one time slot with God would be Isaiah, found out there is a draw back. In the incredible brilliance of who God is we can clearly see who we are. Bummer.

He noticed his inadequacy, his mistake, his sin at 2 levels. Individual and corporate, or group sin. He had unclean lips and lived with a people who had issues, too.

He probably knew he was a sinner before he got there, but something about being in God’s presence showed him that his and everyone’s sin affected everyone else.

Everyone in here lock shoulders. Go ahead, very quietly just form lines right where you are. Now, in all seriousness and without letting go I want everyone with blue eyes to lean left.

Hmmm… let’s give this some more punch. We’re not trying to create a mess, just a feeling here, but I want all females to just slightly lean right.

It’s hard not to feel the effects of those you’re connected to.

Recognizing your  sin huge.  It affects you and everyone around you. Take your stick note… I want to you take 60 seconds to write down your sin… something that would feel like a glaring issue to you if you were in the presence of God. Write it in code if you’re scared, but write it/them down.

60 Second break

Isaiah said WOE… that’s a term of regret. He was ready to do business. Are you? You are ready for business when you are ready to make changes to deal with your sin.

There are three major prayer postures you can choose from:

Knees – sin has broken you and God must restore you

Arms out – Sin has left you empty and you need filled

Arms up – Sin has left you confused and God pick you up like a Father

Assume the position and pray (I’d play some music here)
Stage 4

Then one of the seraphs flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with tongs from the altar. ﻿7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

For us forgives usually means that someone gives you a little room to breath until you jack it up again. But, for Isaiah, God showed that forgives was final.

Sin was taken away, atoned for. What God was willing to do for Isaiah was deal with his sin and be done with it… for good. He cauterized the wound.

We need to understand that Jesus died for us to deal with our sins, once and for all. That we no longer have to face judgement for what he has forgives us for. THEY HAVE BEEN TAKEN AWAY.

It’s going to take some time, and you’re going to have to move fast, but it’s time you are down with your sin. Whatever you wrote on your sticky note, it’s time it’s gone.

During the next song, quickly move to the front and place your sticky note on one of these 4 boards.

Leave it there. Then move out of the way for others to do the same.

Watch every single person, and make their act of worship your act of worship. Don’t take your eyes off this stage, even as you quietly prayer for those you do and don’t know.

Let’s move

Play song, mighty is the power of the cross

Stage 5

Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

True, the world is broke, but God is large and in charge. I’m sure Isaiah waited for a display of  God’s amazing power to reassure him that everything would be okay.

Instead, God asks a question. Can I get a little help?

Not that He needs us, or our help, it’s just that He had chosen Isaiah to be the answer to the problems of the day.

It’s no different today. From personal issues to global politics, God has said he has answer to it all… and this answer is us… the church.

Isaiah was commissioned as a prophet, but today you are being commissioned as the hands and feet of Jesus wherever you go.

Should you choose to accept the challenge, I want you join me in this ready.

I’ll read the words on the left side of the screen, Your words are aligned on the right…. By the way… the bigger and bolder… the louder you should say them.

So, if you’re ready to be commissioned into service, let’s do this:
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