
Eternity 

Thoughts on the eternal... 
 

 A cathedral in Milan, Italy, features 

a remarkable entrance in which you 

pass through three doors in succes-

sion. Each door has an arch with an 

inscription. Over the first one, stone

-etched and wreathed in roses, it 

says, “All which pleases is but for 

a moment.” The second one pic-

tures a cross with the engraving, 

“All which troubles is but for a 

moment.” The climax comes with 

the third and largest doorway into 

the sanctuary. The inscription reads, 

“That only is important which is 

eternal.”  
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New Heavens and a New Earth  

17 “Behold, I will create new heavens and a 

new earth. The former things will not be re-

membered, nor will they come to 

mind. 18 But be glad and rejoice forever in 

what I will create, for I will create Jerusa-

lem to be a delight and its people a joy. 19 I 

will rejoice over Jerusalem and take delight 

in my people; the sound of weeping and of 

crying will be heard in it no 

more.  20 “Never again will there be in it an 

infant who lives but a few days, or an old 

man who does not live out his years; he who 

dies at a hundred will be thought a mere 

youth; he who fails to reach a hundred will 

be considered accursed.  21 They will build 

houses and dwell in them; they will plant 

vineyards and eat their fruit. 22 No longer 

will they build houses and others live in 

them,  or plant and others eat. For as the 

days of a tree, so will be the days of my 

people; my chosen ones will long enjoy the 

works of their hands. 23 They will not toil 

in vain or bear children doomed to misfor-

tune; for they will be a people blessed by 

the Lord, they and their descendants with 

them. 24 Before they call I will answer; 

while they are still speaking I will 

hear. 25 The wolf and the lamb will feed to-

gether, and the lion will eat straw like the 

ox, but dust will be the serpent’s food. They 

will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy 

mountain,” says the Lord.   
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