
The Spirit—Intimacy with God 

The Role of the Holy Spirit 

 

 In many Christian circles the Holy Spirit is 

either neglected, forgotten, or misunder-

stood. The One given to unite the body of 

Christ is the center of controversy… So often 

Christian work is so rigidly programmed that 

it seems we need no longer depend on Him--

yet Jesus said, "Without Me you can do noth-

ing." ... The late Dr. A. W. Tozer, author and 

pastor, said, "If the Holy Spirit was with-

drawn from the church today, 95 percent of 

what we do would go on and no one would 

know the difference. If the Holy spirit had 

been withdrawn from the New Testament 

church, 95 percent of what they did would 

stop, and everybody would know the differ-

ence."  
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Life by the Spirit  
16 So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not grat-

ify the desires of the sinful nature.  17 For the sinful 

nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the 

Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are 

in conflict with each other, so that you do not do 

what you want.  18 But if you are led by the Spirit, 

you are not under law.  

19 The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual 

immorality, impurity and debauchery;  20 idolatry 

and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, 

selfish ambition, dissensions, factions  21 and envy; 

drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I 

did before, that those who live like this will not in-

herit the kingdom of God.  

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, pa-

tience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,  23 gentle-

ness and self-control. Against such things there is no 

law.  24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have cru-

cified the sinful nature with its passions and de-

sires.  25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in 

step with the Spirit.  26 Let us not become conceited, 

provoking and envying each other.  
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